
Regular City Commission Meeting
Agenda

April 8, 2024

Mayor Gib Coerper
Vice Mayor Dayna Miller             
Commissioner Jennifer Blalock
Commissioner Shirley Green Brown
Commissioner Edward Potts

City Manager Mike DaRoza
City Attorney Marian Rush

The City Commission will conduct a
Regular City Commission Meeting

At 6:00 PM
to address the item(s) below.

Meeting Date:  April 8, 2024

Meeting Location:  James A. Lewis City Commission Chambers
15100 NW 142 Terr.

                                 CITY COMMISSION MEETING     
Notice given pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes.  In order to
appeal any decision made at this meeting, you will need a verbatim record of
the proceedings.  It will be your responsibility to ensure such a record is
made.

CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATION

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

APPROVE READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS BY
TITLE ONLY



I. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

A. National Poetry Month
B. Remembering Horace "Skeet" Garrison
C. National Public Safety Telecommunications Week Proclamation
D. Earth Day Presentation

II. COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS ON SUBJECTS NOT ON THE AGENDA
(Please Limit to 3 Minutes. Any citizen who is unable to speak at this time will have an opportunity to speak at the end of the meeting)

III. COMMITTEE REPORTS/COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS/CITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ORDINANCES
(Presentations, other than the applicant, please limit to 3 Minutes)

A. Ordinance 24-08, First Reading: Amending Subpart A, Chapter 4, Alcoholic
Beverages, of the City's Code of Ordinances, to permit alcoholic beverages
to be sold, served, delivered, or consumed at Legacy Park during certain
specified events.

V. AGENDA ITEMS

A. Purchase of Musco Lighting for the Hal Brady Recreation Center and Legacy
Park

VI. COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS ON SUBJECTS NOT ON THE AGENDA
(Please Limit to 3 Minutes.Any citizen who did not speak during the Citizen Comments period at the beginning of the meeting may do
so at this time.)

VII. COMMENTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY

VIII.COMMISSION COMMENTS/DISCUSSION

ADJOURN

                                         CONSENT AGENDA              
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

RFB 2024-01 Alachua West Wastewater Improvement Project Award
2023 ALTEC AT48M Bucket Truck
March 11, 2024, City Commission Meeting Minutes



Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  National Poetry Month
PREPARED BY:  LeAnne Williams, Deputy City Clerk

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Mayor Coerper to read the proclamation. 
 

Summary

Launched by the Academy of American Poets in April 1996, National Poetry Month is a
special occasion that celebrates poets’ integral role in our culture. Over the years, it
has become the largest literary celebration in the world.  It is a special occasion that
reminds us of the importants of poets and poetry in our culture.  Poetry helps us
appreciate the world around us and empathize with one another. 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proclamation



 

 

City of Alachua, Florida 

Office of Mayor Gib Coerper 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, National Poetry Month seeks to highlight the extraordinary  legacy and ongoing 

achievement of American poets; introduce Americans to the pleasures and benefits of reading poetry as an 

important part of our children’s education; and 

WHEREAS, As National Poetry Month under the leadership and direction of the Academy of American 

Poets, is now the largest literary celebration in the world; and   

WHEREAS, Poetry enhances and enriches the lives of all Americans; and poetry, as an essential part 

of the arts and humanities, affects every aspect of life in America today, including education, the economy, and 

community pride and development; and  

WHEREAS, Poetry has produced some of the nation’s leading creative artists and has inspired other 

artists in fields such as music, theater, film, dance, and the visual arts.   

WHEREAS, It is proper for City Officials, educators, and citizens to observe this month and to celebrate 

the cultural riches our community has to offer and recognize the important role of poetry within our community.      

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gib Coerper, Mayor of the City of Alachua, representing the City and the City 

Commission, do hereby proclaim April as   

 

National Poetry Month 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 08th day of April, 2024 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________________ 

Gib Coerper, Mayor 



Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  Remembering Horace "Skeet" Garrison
PREPARED BY:  LeAnne Williams, Deputy City Clerk

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive the presentation. 
 

Summary
Horace “SKEET” Garrison was a remarkable man and will be remembered as a pillar
of the Alachua Good Life Community. There is no real way to measure a man's life or
the impact of his influence. So, tonight we will remember some of the things he did in
the eyes of the public.  
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Certificate



 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Horace “Skeet” Garrison 
BY 

THE CITY OF ALACHUA 

In recognition of the years of service to this community and a life well lived.  

On behalf of the City Commission of the City of Alachua, Florida 

We thank You! 

      Awarded this 8th day of April, 2024 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

Gib Coerper, Mayor 



Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  National Public Safety Telecommunications Week Proclamation
PREPARED BY:  Vicki N. Floyd, Administrative Services Manager

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Mayor Coerper to read the proclamation declaring April 14th - 20th, 2024, as National
Public Safety Telecommunications Week.
 

Summary
 
Each year, the second full week in April is dedicated to the men and women who serve
as public safety telecommunicators, known as "National Public Safety
Telecommunications Week".  The City of Alachua Police Department has its own
telecommunications section, referred to as the Communications Division, which is
comprised of seven (7) full-time employees; one (1) Communications Supervisor and
six (6) Communications Operators.  The Communications Division is the public's first
line of contact with the department.
 
They are responsible for handling all incoming emergency calls for service to the
department, including 911 transfers from the Alachua County Sheriff's Office;
dispatching and monitoring of radio traffic for all officers responding to and initiating
calls for service, as well as walk-ins at the station.  While this is but a brief list of their
duties and responsibilities, and in no way intended to be all-inclusive, it is important to
recognize that the Communications Division is a vital component of the public safety
service provided to our citizens.  Therefore, in recognition of their significant
contributions to the community, staff requests proclaim the week of April 14th - 20th,
2024, as "National Public Safety Telecommunications Week" in the City of Alachua,
Florida.
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: No

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proclamation Nat'l Public Safety Telecommunications Week 2024





 
 

City of Alachua, Florida 
Office of Mayor Gib Coerper 

PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, the professional Public Safety Telecommunicators in the City of Alachua, Florida 

play a crucial role in the protection of life, property and delivery of Public Safety Services; and 

 

WHEREAS, each day, City of Alachua, Florida citizens call for help in emergency situations, 

and the Telecommunicators who answer these calls for help gather essential information and dispatch 

the appropriate assistance, often making the difference between life and death for persons in need; and 

 

WHEREAS, these well trained, highly dedicated and deeply motivated individuals serve the 

citizens of the City of Alachua, Florida twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and during extreme 

situations, such as hurricanes, are unable to be with their families to protect their own personal homes 

and property; and 

 

WHEREAS, these Telecommunicators often do not receive recognition due them by the citizens 

and agencies who depend on them and benefit from their services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United Sates has proclaimed its support and recognition to 

these employees and their profession, and the City of Alachua, Florida Commission wishes to publicly 

recognize the Telecommunicators who serve the citizens of the City of Alachua, Florida in such a 

professional manner. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gib Coerper, Mayor of the City of Alachua, Florida, representing the 

City and the City Commission, do hereby proclaim April 14th – 20th, 2024  as   

 

“National Public Safety Telecommunications Week” 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 8th day of April, 2024. 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Gib Coerper, Mayor 



Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  Earth Day Presentation
PREPARED BY:  LeAnne Williams, Deputy City Clerk

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Mayor Coerper to read the proclamation. 
 

Summary
 
Earth Day was created in 1970 by Senator Gaylord Nelson who wanted to help bring
awareness and support for environmental protection around the world. Every year a
theme is selected, and the 2024 theme is “Planet vs. Plastics" The theme is designed to persuade
businesses, governments, and citizens to  commit to a 60% reduction in plastic by 2040.
 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proclamation



 

 

City of Alachua, Florida 

Office of Mayor Gib Coerper 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, This year marks the 53rd anniversary of Earth Day, which was enacted in 1970 to advocate 

for a cleaner environment; and  

WHEREAS, Earth Day has become a worldwide event and has highlighted some of the most critical 

environmental issues on the world stage; and   

WHEREAS, loss of biodiversity, climate change, and air and water pollution continue to threaten life-

support systems locally and globally; and 

WHEREAS, it is  understood that there are challenges, as well as opportunities, ahead, for working 

together towards a greener and cleaner future; and 

WHEREAS, local governments are at the forefront of tackling these issues through innovation, 

creativity, and action; and  

WHEREAS, Earth Day is an annual reminder of the constant need for environmental activism, 

stewardship, and a time for renewed commitment toward a more sustainable future. 

          NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gib Coerper, Mayor of the City of Alachua, representing the City and the City 

Commission, do hereby proclaim April 22, 2024, as   

Earth Day 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 22th day of April 2024 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________________ 

Gib Coerper, Mayor 



Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  Ordinance 24-08, First Reading: Amending Subpart A, Chapter 4, Alcoholic Beverages, of
the City's Code of Ordinances, to permit alcoholic beverages to be sold, served, delivered, or consumed
at Legacy Park during certain specified events.
PREPARED BY:  Justin Tabor, AICP, Principal Planner

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Staff recommends that the City Commission:
 
1. Approve Ordinance 24-08 on first reading; and,
2. Schedule the second and final reading of Ordinance 24-08 for April 22, 2024
 

Summary
 
Chapter 4 of the City of Alachua Code of Ordinances regulates alcoholic beverages.
Specifically, this section regulates the hours of sale, location of sale, and possession
of the consumption of alcohol on public and private property.

In July 2015, Chapter 4 of the City’s Code of Ordinances was amended to permit
alcoholic beverages to be sold, served, delivered, and consumed at the Swick House
when the facility has been rented for a private event, such as for wedding receptions.
Prior to this amendment, alcoholic beverages were prohibited from being sold, served,
delivered to another, or consumed in any municipal park or recreation area and on any
municipally leased, operated, or controlled property or area, including public right-of-
way. 

In February 2018, Chapter 4 was amended to permit alcoholic beverages to be sold,
served, delivered to another, and consumed during certain specified events at Alan
Hitchcock Park (a/k/a Theatre Park) and the Legacy Park Multipurpose Center.

Phase 2 of Legacy Park, which included the addition of three (3) multipurpose sports

fields and the amphitheater, was completed in 2020. Since this time, the City has
received numerous requests to host events at Legacy Park where alcoholic beverages
may be sold, served, delivered, or consumed. To address this interest, Staff proposes
to amend Section 4-4 of Article 4 of the Code of Ordinances to include the Legacy
Park property as a designated City property where alcoholic beverages may be sold,
served, delivered, or consumed. This amendment would permit the sale, service,



served, delivered, or consumed. This amendment would permit the sale, service,
delivery, and consumption of alcoholic beverages during events requiring a Special
Event Permit pursuant to Sections 2.4.13 and 4.6 of the Land Development
Regulations or under the following conditions:

1. For individual personal consumption at a fundraising event sponsored by a
governmental entity; 
2. For individual personal consumption by a not-for-profit entity that charges admission
for the event but does not charge for the delivery of alcoholic beverages; or 
3. As permitted in accordance with a duly executed rental agreement which specifies
such terms and conditions and permits the sale, service, or delivery for individual
personal consumption during the period of the rental agreement. 
 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Ordinance 24-08
Public Notice Materials for the 4/8/24 City Commission Hearing
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       Legislation                                       Ordinance 24-XX 

City of Alachua 

 

  ORDINANCE 24-XX     

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE 
AMENDMENT OF THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING SECTION 4-4 
OF SUBPART A, CHAPTER 4, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, OF THE CITY OF 
ALACHUA CODE OF ORDINANCES TO PERMIT ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO BE 
SOLD, SERVED, DELIVERED, OR CONSUMED AT LEGACY PARK FOR CERTAIN 
SPECIFIED EVENTS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
  

R E C I T A L S 

WHEREAS, the City of Alachua (the “City”) desires to encourage economic development, economic growth, 

and to improve the quality of life for the residents and visitors of the City; and, 

WHEREAS, the Subpart A, Chapter 4, of the City Code of Ordinances establishes regulations pertaining to 

alcoholic beverages; and, 

WHEREAS, such regulations pertain to the hours of sale, licensure, and the possession and consumption 

of alcoholic beverages on public property and within right-of-ways; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 4-4 of Subpart A, Chapter 4, of the City Code of Ordinances permits alcoholic beverages 

to be sold, served, delivered, or consumed at certain designated municipally owned parks, recreation areas, or 

properties; and, 

WHEREAS, the Legacy Park Multipurpose Center was completed in 2018; and, 

WHEREAS, in 2018 the City Commission amended Subpart A, Chapter 4, of the City Code of Ordinances 

to permit alcoholic beverages to be sold, served, delivered, or consumed within the Legacy Park Multipurpose Center, 

located at Legacy Park; 

WHEREAS, in 2020 Phase 2 of Legacy Park was completed; and,  

WHEREAS, since 2020 the City has received numerous requests to host events at Legacy Park and such 

events would include the sale, service, delivery, or consumption of alcoholic beverages on the Legacy Park property; 

and, 

WHEREAS, the City finds it to be within its police powers to establish regulations for alcoholic beverages 

when sold, served, delivered, or consumed during temporary events and special events to ensure the protection of the 

health, safety, and welfare of the general public; and,  

WHEREAS, the City advertised public hearings to be held before the City Commission on March 28, 2024 

and on April 11, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission conducted public hearings on the proposed Amendment on April 8, 2024  

and April 22, 2024 and provided for public participation at both public hearings; and, 
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       Legislation                                       Ordinance 24-XX 

City of Alachua 

WHEREAS, for reasons set forth in this ordinance that is hereby adopted and incorporated as findings of 

fact, that the Alachua City Commission finds and declares that the enactment of this Amendment is in the furtherance 

of the public health, safety, morals, order, comfort, convenience, appearance, prosperity, or general welfare;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

ALACHUA, FLORIDA: 

Section 1.   Interpretation of Recitals 

 The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated in this ordinance. 

Section 2. Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

The authority for the enactment of this ordinance is Chapter 163, Florida Statutes; Sections 166.021 and 

166.041; and the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

Section 3. Amendment to the City Code of Ordinances 

The proposed Amendment to the City Code of Ordinances is attached as Exhibit “A” and is hereby 

incorporated herein by reference.  

Section 4. Codification of and Correction of Scrivener’s Errors 

 The City Manager or designee, without public hearing, is authorized to correct any typographical errors which 

do not affect the intent of this ordinance. A corrected copy shall be posted in the public record. 

Section 5. Ordinance to be Construed Liberally 

 This ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes hereof which are 

deemed to be in the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the City of 

Alachua, Florida. 

Section 6. Repealing Clause 

 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the extent of the conflict, hereby repealed. 

Section 7. Severability 

It is the declared intent of the City Commission of the City of Alachua that, if any section, sentence, clause, 

phrase, or provision of this ordinance is for any reason held or declared to be unconstitutional, void, or inoperative 

by any court or agency of competent jurisdiction, such holding of invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the 

remaining provisions of this ordinance, and the remainder of the ordinance after the exclusions of such part or parts 

shall be deemed to be valid. 
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       Legislation                                       Ordinance 24-XX 

City of Alachua 

Section 7. Effective Date 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the City Commission and the signature of 

the Mayor. 

Passed on First Reading the 8th day of April 2024. 

PASSED and ADOPTED, in regular session, with a quorum present and voting, by the City Commission, upon second 

and final reading this 22nd day of April 2024. 

      
 CITY COMMISSION OF THE  

                CITY OF ALACHUA, FLORIDA 
 
 
 

                     Gib Coerper, Mayor   

                   SEAL 

 

 

 ATTEST:              APPROVED AS TO FORM  

 

         Mike DaRoza, City Manager/Clerk                               Marian B. Rush, City Attorney 

  



 
 

 Page 4  

 

       Legislation                                       Ordinance 24-XX 

City of Alachua 

EXHIBIT “A” 

 

Chapter 4 of the City Code of Ordinances is amended as follows (text that is underlined is to be added and text that is 

shown as strikethrough is to be removed). Except as amended herein, the remainder of Chapter 4 remains in full force 

and effect: 

Sec. 4-4. Possession or consumption on public or private property. 

(a) Except as specifically permitted as set forth in Section 4-4(c), Section 4-3, or as authorized by a special event 

permit issued in accordance with Sections 2.4.13 and 4.6 of the Land Development Regulations, it shall be 

unlawful for any person to sell, serve, deliver to another, consume or to have in his or her possession any 

alcoholic beverage in a municipal park or recreation area or at or on any municipally owned, leased, operated 

or controlled property or area.  

(b) Except as specifically permitted as set forth in Section 4-3, Section 4-4(c), or as authorized by a special event 

permit issued in accordance with Sections 2.4.13 and 4.6 of the Land Development Regulations, it shall be 

unlawful for any person to consume or have in his possession any alcoholic beverage in an open container on 

any public street, thoroughfare, sidewalk, or on any public parking facilities in the City; nor shall any person 

consume or have in his possession any alcoholic beverage in an open container on any private property, except 

as a lawful guest and with the consent of the owner and person in charge of such private property.  

(c) The prohibition of selling, serving, delivering to another, consumption or possession of alcoholic beverage on 

municipally owned park, recreation area, or property as set forth in Section 4-4(a) shall not apply to the 

following municipally owned parks, recreation areas, or properties: The Swick House facility, located at 15010 

NW 142 Terrace; Alan Hitchcock Park, also known as Theatre Park, located at 14894 Main Street; or Legacy 

Park and the Legacy Park Multipurpose Center, located at 15400 Peggy Road. The provisions of this section 

shall be applicable during an event for which one of the municipally owned parks, recreation areas, or facilities 

as described in this section are facility is rented used in accordance with the following:  

(1) Sale, service, or delivery of any alcoholic beverage for individual personal consumption at a fundraising 

event sponsored by a governmental entity;  

(2) Sale, service, or delivery of any alcoholic beverage for individual personal consumption by a not for profit 

entity that charges admission for the event but does not charge for the delivery of alcoholic beverages; or  

(3) As permitted in accordance with a duly executed rental agreement which specifies such terms and 

conditions and permits the sale, service, or delivery for individual personal consumption during the period 

of the rental agreement.  
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ENACTMENT OF AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF ALACHUA, 

FLORIDA
Notice is hereby given that the City 
Commission of the City of Alachua will hold 
a public hearing on a proposed ordinance. 
The hearing will be held on April 8, 2024 at 
6:00 p.m., in the James A. Lewis Commission 
Chambers in City Hall, located at 15100 NW 
142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida.

The ordinance title is as follows:

ORDINANCE 24-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA, 
FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE AMENDMENT 
OF THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES; 
AMENDING SECTION 4-4 OF SUBPART A, 
CHAPTER 4, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, 
OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA CODE OF 
ORDINANCES TO PERMIT ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES TO BE SOLD, SERVED, 
DELIVERED, OR CONSUMED AT LEGACY 
PARK DURING CERTAIN SPECIFIED 
EVENTS; PROVIDING A REPEALING 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

At the public hearing, all interested parties 
may appear and be heard with respect to 
the ordinance. Copies of the ordinance are 
available for public inspection at the Planning 
and Community Development Department, 
15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, on 
any regular business day between the hours 
of 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Written comments 
on the ordinance may be sent to the 
following address: City of Alachua, Planning 
and Community Development, P.O. Box 9, 
Alachua, FL 32616. Notice is given pursuant 
to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, that, 
in order to appeal any decision made at the 
public hearing, you will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based. In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, any 
persons with a disability requiring reasonable 
accommodation in order to participate in 
this meeting should call the City Clerk at 
(386) 418-6100 x 1501 at least 48 hours prior 
to the public hearing.

homeowners. I believe every little bit helps. Over $500
million in tax cuts for property insurance and fl�ood in-
surance premiums are important for families who are
trying make ends meet as our insurance market
strengthens.”

Florida sales tax holidays for 2024 include:

Florida back-to-school sales tax holiday

A 14-day back-to-school sales tax holiday is pro-
posed from July 29 to Aug. 11, 2024, for clothing, foot-
wear, and backpacks costing $100 or less, school sup-
plies costing $50 or less, learning aids costing $30 or
less, and personal computers or computer-related ac-
cessories, including non-recreational software, cost-
ing $1,500 or less.

A second back-to-school sales tax holiday for a
school year, which was in place for the 2023-2024
school year, is not part of the proposal.

Florida disaster preparedness sales tax holiday

House Bill 7073 establishes two 14-day disaster pre-
paredness sales tax holidays. The fi�rst runs from June 1
through June 14. Hurricane season begins June 1. 

The second 14-day tax holiday would run from Aug.
24 through Sept. 6. The busiest months of hurricane
season are August through October, with the peak oc-
curring Sept. 10. Forecasters already are predicting a
very active Atlantic hurricane season.

The tax holiday helps Florida residents by eliminat-
ing sales tax for some disaster preparedness supplies,
including fl�ashlights and lanterns costing $40 or less;
reusable ice costing $20 or less; radios costing $50 or
less; tarps and ground anchors or tie down kits costing
$100 or less; coolers and portable power banks costing
$60 or less; batteries and fuel tanks costing $50 or
less; smoke detectors, fi�re extinguishers, and carbon
monoxide detectors costing $70 or less; and genera-
tors costing $3,000 or less. 

The tax holiday also includes several items related
to the safe evacuation of household pets.

Freedom Month is sales tax holiday on
recreational items

From July 1 through July 31, purchases of admis-
sions to music, sporting, and cultural events; tickets to
movies and museums; single admission or season

tickets to theater and dance performances; state park
admission and annual passes; and use of fi�tness fa-
cilities will be tax free. 

Tickets, memberships and passes purchased dur-
ing this time for use any time from July 1 through Dec.
31 would be tax free.

The month-long summer sales tax holiday also
applies to sales of certain boating and water activity
equipment and supplies, camping equipment and
supplies, fi�shing equipment and supplies, electric
scooters, general outdoor supplies (including sun-
glasses, sunscreen, and grills), and residential pool
chemicals, supplies and parts.

Skilled worker sales tax holiday on tools

A seven-day sales tax holiday is proposed for Sept.
1 through Sept. 7 for tools used by skilled trade work-
ers.

Tax-free items include certain hand tools costing
$50 or less and power tools costing $300 or less, work
boots costing $175 or less and many other pieces of
safety equipment, as well as certain shop lights, tool-
boxes and belts, and plumbing and electrical equip-
ment.

Property insurance tax relief 
for homeowners

HB 7073 includes a one-year relief for residential
property insurance policyholders, covering the cost
of insurance premium tax and the State Fire Marshal
assessment for residential property insurance poli-
cies written between Oct. 1, 2024, and Sept. 30, 2025,
for a 12-month coverage period.

The bill also includes a one-year insurance premi-
um tax relief on fl�ood insurance policies, reducing
the cost of fl�ood insurance policies written between
Oct. 1, 2024, and Sept. 30, 2025.

Florida toll relief program 
for high-use customers

HB 5001, the General Appropriations Act, ac-
counts for $450 million for a statewide toll relief pro-
gram to be developed by the Department of Trans-
portation. 

Toll relief will be provided for certain high-use
customers from April 2024 until March 2025. 

Customers using a Florida-issued transponder
who use Florida’s Turnpike System and other toll fa-
cilities in the state are eligible.

Customers who engage in 35 or more toll transac-
tions in a month would receive a 50 percent credit.

Tax
Continued from Page 1A

top and around the cave have been thoroughly
cleaned, including the taxidermy animals, trees and
plants. Inside the cave, she said, broken stalactites
were repaired along with other parts that had just
worn down over the years.

“Primarily, the best changes to the cave and the
hammock are the fantastic lighting and audio addi-
tions because it just adds that extra layer of magic and
makes it a more immersive experience,” MacMahon
said of the exhibit, which also has been upgraded to
comply with current ADA standards.

Following the cave, guests enter the Water Lab, a
hands-on gallery that explores the Floridan aquifer
and the biodiversity of the fl�ora and fauna that are
supported by Florida’s aquatic environments. 

The next room is where visitors will fi�nd the replica
of the glass-bottom boat, which MacMahon said was
deigned using the state park’s architectural drawings. 

The glass-bottom boat show, which begins about
every 15 minutes, gives visitors a virtual ride down the
Silver River. The boat is named in honor of Silver
Springs boat Capt. Oscar Collins, who navigated the
waterway for more than 50 years before retiring in
2023. 

“It still has that fl�avor of a traditional boat ride in
terms of a friendly and very accessible narration by a
boat captain, but it’s also more scientifi�cally based,”
MacMahon said.

The exhibit concludes in the Recharge Lounge, a

space with lots of comfortable seating as well as
some more interactive fun. The lounge also includes
a changing exhibit that will feature the latest science
topics and water-related research.

“Water is Florida’s most important resource and
we wanted to do this exhibit to help people under-
stand that their drinking water comes from beneath
their feet, and that what we take out of the aquifer
and what we put back into the aquifer are really criti-
cal for Florida’s future,” MacMahon said.

The Florida Museum is open Monday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sundays from 1 to 5
p.m. General admission is free; however, a fee is re-
quired for specialty exhibits and the Butterfl�y Rain-
forest.

People share what they love about Florida’s water on Monday as part of the lounge area of the Florida
Museum’s new “Water Shapes Florida” exhibit. ALAN FESTO/THE GAINESVILLE SUN

Museum
Continued from Page 1A

“Water is Florida’s most important

resource and we wanted to do this

exhibit to help people understand

that their drinking water comes from

beneath their feet, and that what we

take out of the aquifer and what we

put back into the aquifer are really

critical for Florida’s future.”
Darcie MacMahon
Museum’s director of exhibits and public programs

this month this has happened,” he wrote. “This has
no place in our diverse city. Fear will not slow our
commitment to our values.”

This is the second such vandalization this month.
Earlier in March a person vandalized the Old Library
Building next to City Hall, leaving a note expressing
racist views and condemning DEI initiatives.

Ward encouraged visitors and employees at City
Hall to remain vigilant and to report any suspicious
activity to the Gainesville Police Department. 

He also said that the note will not deter his and the
city’s eff�orts surrounding diversity, equity and inclu-
sion.

“I want that person to know that my fellow com-
missioners and I will continue to do what the people
elected us to do. A broken window and ugly note will
not shake our resolve. We will stay on course and do
the work,” Ward wrote. “As I said previously, as elect-
ed leaders, we denounce all forms of discrimination,
harassment and racial violence. We believe – I be-
lieve – that all people have the right to live and work
without fear and intimidation and we will protect
that right.”

Window
Continued from Page 1A

Trump gagged ahead of start 
of New York hush money trial 

Former President Donald Trump has been blocked
from publicly commenting about the participation of
potential witnesses, such as adult fi�lm actor Stormy
Daniels and former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen, in
his New York criminal hush money case.

The Tuesday gag order from Judge Juan Merchan
also bars Trump from publicly commenting on court
staff� and prosecution lawyers other than Manhattan
District Attorney Alvin Bragg if the comments are
meant to signifi�cantly interfere with their work in the
case. Merchan extended that protection to the family
members of staff� and lawyers as well, and he blocked
Trump from making any public comments about
prospective and actual jurors.

The order comes one day after Merchan scheduled
the criminal trial to start on April 15. 

Bragg’s offi�ce had asked for a gag order to protect
potential witnesses and jurors, arguing that Trump
had “a long history of making public and infl�amma-
tory remarks” about people in other lawsuits.

It’s not the fi�rst gag order Trump has faced as his
legal cases have mounted. Trump was also hit with a
gag order in his New York civil fraud case. And his
speech was restricted through an order in his federal
election interference case that was later upheld.

NATION & WORLD BRIEFS



Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  Purchase of Musco Lighting for the Hal Brady Recreation Center and Legacy Park
PREPARED BY:  Donna Smith, Purchasing Coordinator

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
 
1.  Accept the quote from Musco Sports Lighting, LLC.
2. Authorize the City Manager to issue a Purchase Order to Musco Sports Lighting,
LLC in the amount of $1,122,250.00 to complete the new lighting project at the HBRC
and Legacy Park fields.
 
 
 

Summary
The City of Alachua's Recreation and Culture Department serves our Good Life
Community offering year-round sporting activities and hosting special sporting and
cultural community events. 
 
The City, piggybacking under Sourcewell Solicitation Number RFP #041123 (awarded
to Musco Sports Lighting, LLC (Musco) through June 16, 2027) requested a quote
from Musco to provide and install new lighting at the Hal Brady Recreation Center
(HBRC) and Legacy Park.
 
The total price quoted is $1,122,250.00 and would be funded by the Wild Spaces and
Public Places (WSPP) Fund.
 
This quote is broken down as follows:
 
A) HBRC softball complex and soccer/multipurpose field - $917,000.00
B) Legacy Park Field 1: $205,250.00
 
Staff recommends moving forward with Musco proposal.
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: Yes

BUDGETED:Yes



AMOUNT:$1,122,250.00

FUNDING SOURCE:Other

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
 
Funding would be from the Wild Spaces and Public Places Fund but would require a
short-term (less than 1 year) interfund loan from the General Fund of under
$400,000.00.
 
 

COMMISSION GOALS:
Quality of Life, Community Enhancement

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Alachua HBRC and Legacy Quote
Lighting Plan Layout
Sourcewell Contract - Musco Sports Lighting, LLC



 

 

Quote  Quote  

2016, 2023 Musco Sports Lighting, LLC • M-2038-enUS-14 

1 of 3 

Date: 2/15/2024 Project: Alachua Hal Brady Recreation Center and Legacy Soccer 
Expiration date: 6/15/2024                Alachua, FL 
To:  Damon Messina Musco Project Number: 187048 

Quotation Price – Materials Delivered to Job Site and Installation       

Lighting 
Fields 1-3 – 200’ radius Ballfields 
Field 4 – 200’ radius Ballfield/Multipurpose 
Total ............................................................................................................... $917,000.00  
 

Sales tax and bonding are not included. 
Quote is confidential. Pricing and lead times are effective for 30 days only. Prices are subject to change if the order is not 

released within 60 days from the date of the purchase. 

Light-Structure System™ with Total Light Control – TLC for LED™ technology 
Guaranteed Lighting Performance 

• Guaranteed light levels of 50fc on the infield and 30fc on the outfield and uniformity of 2.0:1.0 on the infield and 
2.5:1.0 on the outfield 

• BallTracker® technology – targeted light, optimizing visibility of the ball in play with no glare in the players typical 
line-of-sight 

System Description 

• 92 Factory aimed and assembled luminaries, including BallTracker® luminaires 

• 16 Galvanized steel poles 

• 16 Pre-cast concrete bases with integrated lightning grounding  

• Pole length factory assembled wire harnesses 

• Factory wired and tested remote electrical component enclosures 

• UL listed assemblies 

• Enhanced corrosion protection 

Environmental Light Control 

• Reduction of spill light and glare by 50% or more.  

Control Systems and Services 

• Control-Link® control and monitoring system to provide remote on/off and dimming (high/medium/low) control 
and performance monitoring with 24/7 customer support 

Operation and Warranty Services 

• Product assurance and warranty program that covers materials and onsite labor, eliminating 100% of your 
maintenance costs for 25-years 

• Support from Musco’s Lighting Services Team – over 170 Team members dedicated to operating and maintaining 
your lighting system – plus a network of 1800+ contractors 

• 10-year materials warranty, with onsite labor included for Cree fixtures 

Supplemental Lighting 

• 4 OSQ area luminaires 

Musco Scope  

• Provide design and layout for lighting system 

• Test and final aim equipment 
Installation Services Provided 

[See attached scope of work] 



 

 

Quote  Quote  

2016, 2023 Musco Sports Lighting, LLC • M-2038-enUS-14 

2 of 3 

Responsibilities of Buyer  

• Confirm pole or luminaire locations, supply voltage and phase required for lighting system prior to production 

• Provide electrical design and materials for electrical distribution system 

• Buyer is responsible for getting electrical power to the site, coordination with the utility, and any power company 
fees 

Payment Terms  
Final payment terms are subject to approval by Musco credit department. Final payment shall not be withheld by Buyer on 
account of delays beyond the control of Musco.  

Delivery Timing 
6 - 8 weeks for delivery of materials to the job site from the time of order, submittal approval, and confirmation of order 
details including voltage, phase, and pole/luminaire locations.  

Notes 
Quote is based on following conditions: 

• Shipment of entire project together to one location. 

• Voltage and phase system requirements to be confirmed. 

• Structural code and wind speed = 2023  FBC, 130mph mi/h, Exposure C, Importance Factor I. 

• Due to the built-in custom light control per luminaire, pole or luminaire locations need to be confirmed prior to 
production. Changes to pole or luminaire locations after the product is sent to production could result in additional 
charges. 

Standard soil conditions – rock, bottomless, wet, or unsuitable soil may require additional engineering, special installation 
methods and additional cost. 

Legacy Soccer          Project Number: 187048 

 Quotation Price – Materials Delivered to Job Site and Installation     
  

Lighting 
Soccer Field 360’x225’ 
Total ............................................................................................................... $205,250.00  
 

Sales tax and bonding are not included. 
Quote is confidential. Pricing and lead times are effective for 30 days only. Prices are subject to change if the order is not 

released within 60 days from the date of the purchase. 

Light-Structure System™ with Total Light Control – TLC for LED™ technology 
Guaranteed Lighting Performance 

• Guaranteed light levels of 30fc on the outfield and uniformity of 2.0:1.0 on the field. 

• BallTracker® technology – targeted light, optimizing visibility of the ball in play with no glare in the players typical 
line-of-sight 

System Description 

•  Factory aimed and assembled luminaries,  

• 2 Galvanized steel poles 

• 20 Pre-cast concrete bases with integrated lightning grounding  

• Pole length factory assembled wire harnesses 

• Factory wired and tested remote electrical component enclosures 

• UL listed assemblies 

• Enhanced corrosion protection 



 

 

Quote  Quote  

2016, 2023 Musco Sports Lighting, LLC • M-2038-enUS-14 

3 of 3 

Environmental Light Control 

• Reduction of spill light and glare by 50% or more.  

Control Systems and Services 

• Control-Link® control and monitoring system to provide remote on/off and dimming (high/medium/low) control 
and performance monitoring with 24/7 customer support 

Operation and Warranty Services 

• Product assurance and warranty program that covers materials and onsite labor, eliminating 100% of your 
maintenance costs for 25-years 

• Support from Musco’s Lighting Services Team – over 170 Team members dedicated to operating and maintaining 
your lighting system – plus a network of 1800+ contractors 

Musco Scope  

• Provide design and layout for lighting system 

• Test and final aim equipment 
Installation Services Provided 

[See attached scope of work] 

Responsibilities of Buyer  

• Confirm pole or luminaire locations, supply voltage and phase required for lighting system prior to production 

Payment Terms  
Final payment terms are subject to approval by Musco credit department. Final payment shall not be withheld by Buyer on 
account of delays beyond the control of Musco.  

Delivery Timing 
6 - 8 weeks for delivery of materials to the job site from the time of order, submittal approval, and confirmation of order 
details including voltage, phase, and pole/luminaire locations.  

Notes 
Quote is based on following conditions: 

• Shipment of entire project together to one location. 

• Voltage and phase system requirements to be confirmed. 

• Structural code and wind speed = 2023 FBC, 130mph mi/h, Exposure C, Importance Factor I. 

• Due to the built-in custom light control per luminaire, pole or luminaire locations need to be confirmed prior to 
production. Changes to pole or luminaire locations after the product is sent to production could result in additional 
charges. 

• Standard soil conditions – rock, bottomless, wet, or unsuitable soil may require additional engineering, special 
installation methods and additional cost. 

 

 
Thank you for considering Musco for your lighting needs. Please contact me with any questions or if you need additional 
details. 

Danny Sheldon 
Senior Sales Representative 
Musco Sports Lighting, LLC 
100 1st Avenue West – PO Box 808 
Oskaloosa, IA 52577, USA 
Phone:  352-665-0578 
E-mail:  danny.sheldon@musco.com 













































Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  RFB 2024-01 Alachua West Wastewater Improvement Project Award
PREPARED BY:  Donna Smith, Purchasing Coordinator

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
1.  Accept the bid from GWP Construction Inc. in the amount of $1,137,069.30.
2. Authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with GWP Construction Inc. to
complete the work as needed under the provisions of RFB 2024-01.
 
 

Summary

On January 31, 2024, the City solicited formal bids from qualified vendors to furnish all
labor, materials, services, expenses, equipment, direct and indirect costs, lump sum
price to construct approximately 9,000 linear feet of pressurized Wastewater Main and
improve the existing lift stations under the Alachua West Wastewater Improvement
Project.
 
The City has received a Florida Department of Environmental Department (FDEP)
grant of $850,000 of which $150,000 is going to engineering leaving the remaining
$700,000 available for a portion of the construction cost.
 
The City received two (2) bids in response to RFB 2024-01. 
 
Qualified bids were received from:
 
Art Walker Construction, Inc. in the amount of $1,924,300.50
 
GWP Construction Inc. in the amount of $1,137,069.30
 
Staff is recommending award of the contract to GWP Construction as the lowest
responsive and responsible bidder.
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: Yes

BUDGETED:Yes



BUDGETED:Yes

AMOUNT:$1,137,069.30

FUNDING SOURCE:Grants, Waste Water Fund

 
 

COMMISSION GOALS:
Economic Development, Quality of Life

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Bid #1 - Art Walker Construction, Inc. Bid Form
Bid #2 - GWP Construction, Inc. Bid Form
Construction Contract - GWP Construction, Inc.





















































































































































































Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  2023 ALTEC AT48M Bucket Truck
PREPARED BY:  Donna Smith, Purchasing Coordinator

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Authorize the City Manager to issue a Purchase Order to Altec Industries, Inc. in the
amount of $192,222.00 and to execute any necessary documents needed to proceed
with the purchase of one (1) 2022 AT48M Bucket Truck.
 
 

Summary

On September 26, 2022, the City Commission adopted the FY 2022-2023 Budget
authorizing $179,500.00 in the Electric Division budget to provide for the purchase of
one (1) AT48M Bucket Truck.
 
Altec Industries, Inc. under Sourcewell Contract # 012418-ALT (Digger Derricks,
Bucket Trucks & Utility Equipment) quoted the Bucket Truck in April 2022 for
$179,425.00.
 
The demand for new Bucket Trucks has created long lead times (multiple years)
creating price increases from the original quote.
 
The AT48M truck is now in production.  Altec Industries, Inc. honored their original
quote of $179,425 with the increase coming from a newer model chassis (2024 Fords
F550 4x4) along with a slight increase in the delivery charge.
 
ATM48M (Unit/Body/Labor) - $119,000.00
Chassis (2024 Ford F550 4X4) - $71,530.00
Delivery - $1,692.00
 

Total Purchase Price:  $192,222.00
 
Staff recommends moving forward with ALTEC Industries, Inc. for the purchase of one
(1) ALTEC 2022 AT48M Bucket Truck.
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: Yes

BUDGETED:Yes

AMOUNT:$192,222.00

FUNDING SOURCE:Electric Fund

 
 

COMMISSION GOALS:
Quality of Life, Community Enhancement

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
ALTEC Quote #01248-ALT & Correspondence













Commission Agenda
Item

 
MEETING DATE:  4/8/2024
SUBJECT:  March 11, 2024, City Commission Meeting Minutes
PREPARED BY:  LeAnne Williams, Deputy City Clerk

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Approve the minutes.
 

Summary
 
March 11, 2024, City Commission Meeting Minutes.

 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Minutes



Regular City Commission Meeting
Minutes

March 11, 2024

Mayor Gib Coerper
Vice Mayor Dayna Miller             
Commissioner Jennifer Blalock
Commissioner Shirley Green Brown
Commissioner Edward Potts

City Manager Mike DaRoza
City Attorney Marian Rush

The City Commission will conduct a
Regular City Commission Meeting

At 6:00 PM
to address the item(s) below.

Meeting Date:  March 11, 2024

Meeting Location:  James A. Lewis City Commission Chambers
Citizens Present: Nathaniel M. Ford III, Stephanie Sutton, Rev. John Brown. Staff Present: Diane Amendola,

Kyler Burk, Adam Hall, Stephanie McDonald, Jesse Sandusky, Rodolfo Valladares, Cap Wilson, Kathy
Winburn, David Wisener.

                                 CITY COMMISSION MEETING     
Notice given pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes.  In order to appeal any decision made
at this meeting, you will need a verbatim record of the proceedings.  It will be your responsibility to
ensure such a record is made.

CALL TO ORDER

Gib Coerper, Mayor
 
Dayna Miller, Commissioner - Absent

INVOCATION

Pastor John Brown, St. Paul AME Church



PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Gib Coerper, Mayor

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Commissioner Shirley Green Brown moved to approve the agenda; seconded by Commissioner
Edward Potts.
 
Passed 4-0 by roll call.

APPROVE READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS BY TITLE
ONLY

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the reading of proposed ordinances and resolutions by
title only; seconded by Commissioner Jennifer Blalock.

Passed 4-0 by roll call.

I. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

II. COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS ON SUBJECTS NOT ON THE AGENDA

John Brown

(Please Limit to 3 Minutes.Any citizen who is unable to speak at this time will have an opportunity to speak at the end of the meeting

III. COMMITTEE REPORTS/COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS/CITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ORDINANCES

(Presentations, other than the applicant, please limit to 3 Minutes)

A. Kirkland Farms Phase 1 Final Plat: A request by Claudia Vega, P.E., of eda consultants, inc.,
applicant and agent, for Garden Street Communities Southeast, LLC, property owner, for
consideration of the Final Plat for Kirkland Farms Phase 1, which proposes to subdivide a ±36.58
acre subject property into a total of 70 lots with associated common areas and road right-of-way;
Consisting of Tax Parcel Numbers 03924-000-000, 03917-200-002, and a portion of 03865-000-
000 (Quasi-Judicial Hearing).

Presentation provided.
 
Commissioner Potts moved based upon the competent substantial evidence presented at the
hearing, the presentation before the Commission, and Staff’s recommendation, this
Commission finds the application to be consistent with the City of Alachua Comprehensive
Plan and in compliance with the Land Development Regulations and therefore this
Commission:1. Accepts the deed conveying the ± .069-acre tract (“Lift Station parcel”) to
the City of Alachua and authorizes the deed to be recorded in the public records of Alachua
County; 2. Approves the easements as reflected on the Final Plat of Phase 1 of Kirkland
Farms (“Final Plat”) and authorizes the easements to be recorded in the public records of
Alachua County; 3. Approves the Final Plat of Phase 1 of Kirkland Farms (“Final Plat”); 4.
Approves the “Subdividers Agreement for Kirkland Farms Phase 1” (“Subdividers
Agreement”); 5. Authorizes the Mayor and City Attorney to sign the Final Plat and
Subdividers Agreement; 6. Accepts the Common Law Performance Bond from Garden



Street Communities Southeast, LLC in the amount of $5,803,126.51 as the surety
instrument for infrastructure improvements, other than the house sidewalks; and 7. Accepts
the Common Law Performance Bond from Garden Street Communities Southeast, LLC in
the amount of $205,560.00 as the surety instrument for the house sidewalks.; seconded by
Commissioner Blalock.
 
Passed 4-0 by roll call.

V. AGENDA ITEMS

A. New City Street N from 441 to Parcel 05844-004-001

Presentation provided.
 
Commissioner Blalock moved to approve the Roadway Agreement Between IIP-FL 3, LLC
and the City of Alachua, the Termination and Cancellation of Public Right of Way and
Public Utilities Easement and authorize and direct the Mayor and City Manager/Clerk to
execute the documents on behalf of the City; 2. approve and accept from IIP to the City, the
Drainage Easement, Exhibit 3 and the deed, Exhibit 4; AND, 3. authorize the Mayor and
City Manager/Clerk to execute any other papers or documents necessary to close the
described transaction; seconded by Commissioner Brown.
 
Passed 4-0 by roll call.

VI. COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS ON SUBJECTS NOT ON THE AGENDA

(Please Limit to 3 Minutes.Any citizen who did not speak during the Citizen Comments period at the beginning of the meeting may do so at this
time.)

VII. COMMENTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY

VIII. COMMISSION COMMENTS/DISCUSSION

ADJOURN

Commissioner Blalock moved to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Potts.
 
Passed by unanimous consent.
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m.

                                         CONSENT AGENDA              
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

A. February 12, 2024, City Commission Meeting Minutes

B. February 26, 2024, City Commission Meeting Minutes

ATTEST:
CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF ALACHUA, FLORIDA



 

__________________________________                 __________________________________
Mike DaRoza, City Manager/Clerk  Gib Coerper, Mayor
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