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counties’ elected officials 
to provide help when 
possible.

“At the national, and 
even the state level, poli-
tics is so party-driven, 
but at the local level
 it's people-driven,” he 
said.

The United Way report, 
which reviewed statistics 
from 2007 to 2015, found 
that about 46 percent 
of households in Ala-
chua County don’t earn 
enough to cover basic 
living expenses. In Marion 
County, that's true of 
47 percent; Putnam, 
52 percent; Bradford, 
50 percent; Levy, 43 

percent, and in Union, 70 
percent.

Arreola said he has 
begun working to find 
ways to create better 
economic opportunities 
for Gainesville residents. 
He has floated the idea of 
creating a community job 
center, run by the city, to 
provide careers that offer 
a living wage.

“Many of us now enter-
ing the job market for the 
first time were still young 
when the housing market 
crashed and the Great 
Recession hit,” he said. 
“We still remember what 
it looked like. Almost 
overnight we saw our 
parents and our families 
and our friends' families 
go from being financially 
secure to struggling to 
make ends meet.”

A r r e o l a  s a i d  m o s t 

college graduates finish 
school in debt and are 
forced to repay their 
loans, despite not having 
yet found careers. He also 
took issue with reduced 
K - 1 2  f u n d i n g  u n d e r 
Scott’s tenure.

“Tallahassee has to do 
better,” he said.

Calvin Camps, a retired 
Gainesville Regional Util-
ities worker, said more 
than 3 million people in 
Florida are still consid-
ered “working poor,” 
which is nothing to cel-
ebrate. He took issue with 
a few bills Scott signed 
— HB 25 and HB 7055 — 
which he said deprive 
teachers, first respond-
ers and public employees 
the right to negotiate for 
their jobs.

“We need change. I 
support change,” he said. 
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This year, UF is actively 
promoting the competi-
tion, she said.

“Our primary method 
of promoting the compe-
tition is through our social 
media platforms, which 
we know is the best way 
to reach a large number of 

students on campus at any 
given time,”said Hannah 
Ulloa, UF Office of Sus-
tainability's design and 
marketing coordinator.

The sustainability office 
with Gators Going Green 
and a social media move-
ment called #Unlitter to 
help promote the campus 
contest, Ulloa said.

To kick off this year's 
campaign, UF challenged 
Florida State University 
through a video posted on 

Twitter.
Mia Mister, a sopho-

more pre-nursing major 
from Jacksonville, said 
she saw the tweet and now 
encourages hall mates in 
her dorm to recycle more.

“I told everyone in 
my hall to try and recy-
cle as much as possible 
for at least the next two 
months,” Mister said. 
“Being that FSU is our 
rival school, I hope to beat 
them since we called them 
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