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a shallow grave on 41st
Road. The body was taken
to the Tallahassee medi-
cal examiner’s office to be
identified and to deter-
mine the cause of death.

Fuentes is a registered
sex offender, on proba-
tion for a sexual battery in
2004 in Marion County.
He was released from
prison in December 2017
after serving 10 years for
attempted murder, sher-
iff’s deputies said in a
news release Wednesday.
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So all in all, the region 
withstood a pre-season 
storm that brought inches 
of rain to areas that are 

still saturated from Hur-
ricane Irma in September. 
Hurricane season offi-
cially starts Saturday.

The Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation 
has been monitoring U.S. 
441, which fully opened 
earlier this month after 
complete and partial lane 

closures since September 
due to Irma.

As it stands now, the 
water level at the moni-
toring point is 19 inches 
below the level when it 
was closed last year, said 
district spokesman Troy 
Roberts.

“We’ve been following 

it because we were curious
to see what was happening
there, so we’ve been check-
ing it every single day since
last Thursday,” Roberts
said. “With all of the rain
we’ve gotten in the last
six days, (the level) hasn’t
changed at all. I don’t
know how that is, but we
do check it every day.”

On Sunday the Santa
Fe River at Worthing-
ton Springs was at 54.31
feet above mean sea
level. It rose to 56.20 feet
Wednesday afternoon.
The Suwannee River at
Nobles Ferry Road was
at 34.06 feet Sunday and
37.77 feet Wednesday.

The readings for both
rivers are well below
flood stage, according to
data from the Suwannee
River Water Management
District.

Rainfall over the past
few days varied by loca-
tion. Official readings at
the Gainesville Regional
Airport showed that
nearly an inch of rain had
fallen on Wednesday by
mid-afternoon.

For May, 6.54 inches
have fallen — 4.30 inches
more than normal.

Phil Peterson, a meteo-
rologist with the National
Weather Service in Jack-
sonville, said Wednesday
the typical summer pat-
tern of morning sun and
afternoon showers should
kick in within a few days.

“For Northeast Florida
including Gainesville we
are going to have one more
day like today but then
the chances of rain will
decrease Friday,” Peterson
said. “It looks to me like the
normal pattern is going to
start of the weekend.”
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By Jim Turner
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — The 
Florida Supreme Court 
is poised next week to 
take up a case that poses 
a question for the age of 
social media: What does 
it mean to be a Facebook 
friend?

Justices will hear argu-
ments about whether 
a Miami-Dade County 
circuit judge should be 
disqualified from a case 
because she is a Face-
book friend with a lawyer 
for one of the parties. 
T h e  o u t c o m e  c o u l d 
have reverberations in 

courthouses across the 
state, as justices weigh 
w h e t h e r  a  F a c e b o o k 
friendship poses the 
potential for bias.

The underlying case 
stems from a dispute 
between the Herssein Law 
Group and a former client, 
United States Automobile 
Association, about attor-
ney fees and alleged fraud 
and breach of contract. 
The law firm sought the 
disqualification of Circuit 
Judge Beatrice Butchko 
because she was a Face-
book friend with attorney 
Israel Reyes, who was 
hired to represent a com-
pany official in the case.

Butchko refused to 
step aside, leading the 
Herssein Law Group to 
take the issue to the 3rd 
District Court of Appeal. 
That court rejected the 
request to disqualify the 
circuit judge, concluding 
that “a ̀ friend' on a social 
networking website is not 
necessarily a friend in the 
traditional sense of the 
word.”

“To be sure, some of 
a member's Facebook 
`friends' are undoubtedly 
friends in the classic sense 
of person for whom the 
member feels particular 
affection and loyalty,” the 
appeals-court decision 

said. “The point is, how-
ever, many are not. A
random name drawn from
a list of Facebook ̀ friends'
probably belongs to casual
friend; an acquaintance;
an old classmate; a person
with whom the member
shares a common hobby;
a `friend of a friend;' or
even a local celebrity like
a coach. 

An assumption that
all Facebook `friends'
rise to the level of a close
relationship that war-
rants disqualification
simply does not reflect
the current nature of this
type of electronic social
networking.” 

Court weighs judge’s Facebook friendship
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