
Gainesville Sun   |   www.gainesville.com | Thursday, July 12, 2018 B5

shrimp, crab and fish, 
and vegetables,  such as 
lettuce, onions, beans, 
spinach and carrots.

Customers who want a 
Poke bowl, which are pre-
pared by employees, pick 
out a protein, a base like 
rice or spring mix, choose 
from mix-ins like carrots, 
seaweed salad, scallions, 
corn, pickled radishes and 
tomato, and then pick a 
sauce.

Zheng said the crepes 
have been popular since 
J-Petal opened.

She said some people 
have had a big enough 
appetite for a Poke bowl 
and then a sweet crepe 
for dessert.

J-Petal is open Monday 
through Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. and Sundays 
from noon to 9:30 p.m.

If It Is Thai restaurant
now open on South 
Main

If It Is Kitchen and 
Cafe, a Thai and sushi 
restaurant in downtown 
Gainesville, is now open.

M a n a g e r  K h e t p a -
pol Limphoka said the 
restaurant, located at 
104 S. Main St., held 
its soft opening June 20 
and is  quickly gaining a 
following.

“We have people coming 
in like, three, maybe four 
days in a  row because 
they want to try our 
food,” Limphoka said. “It 
seems like they like it.”

Limphoka said he and 
the restaurant’s owners 
hope to offer the most 
authentic Thai food in 
Gainesville.

The owners even came 

up with a restaurant name 
with three I’s, each rep-
resenting an owner. 
Its logo also looks like the 
Roman numeral three.

Limphoka said employ-
ees make its curries fresh 
every day and it has high-
end fish, like bluefin tuna, 
shipped overnight from 
places like Seattle, Wash-
ington, and Japan.

He said the restaurant 
a l s o   o f f e r s  a  t r a d i -
tional Omakase service, 
where its sushi chefs make 
a single piece of sushi at a 
time, as guests request 
them.

Limphoka said the 
restaurant also infuses 
Thai-style flavors into its 
Japanese sushi rolls.

“We always want to 
present the best quality 
and the best foods,” Lim-
phoka said.

The  restaurant’s cafe 
offers specialty drinks, 
like bubble tea. And its full 
bar offers sake, Japanese 
beers and whiskeys.

T h e  r e s t a u r a n t  i s 
open from 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday through 
Wednesday and 11 a.m. 
to midnight Thursday 

through Saturday.

MOD Pizza to open 
in August at The 
Standard

A new pizza joint will 
o p e n  n e x t  m o n t h  i n 
Gainesville.

M O D  P i z z a ,  a 
f a s t - c a s u a l  a r t i s a n 
pizza restaurant, will open 
Aug. 13 on the ground floor 
of The Standard apart-
ment complex at 50 NW 
13th St., Unit 30.

Brick Kerge, vice presi-
dent of operations  for 
MOD pizza in Florida, 
s a i d  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t 
chain decided to come 
to Gainesville because of 
the college students in 
the area.

“Gainesville has a lot 
of college students and 
they like pizza, so based 
on that, we felt we could 
thrive there,” he said.

Kerge said MOD builds 
pizzas in front of custom-
ers, who can choose from 
up to 30 toppings. The 
pizza is cooked in an 800-
degree oven and is ready 
in minutes, he said.

MOD offers a build-
your-own, 11-inch pizza 
at about $7.50, depending 

on the location, and does 
not charge for extra top-
pings, Kerge said, which 
is a crowd favorite.

The menu also includes 
handspun milkshakes, 
lemonades, iced teas, and 
local craft beers and wine.

The 3,100-square foot 
Gainesville store will be 
open Sunday through 
Thursday from 10:30 
a.m. to 11 p.m. and from 
10:30 a.m. to midnight on 
Friday and Saturday.

MOD Pizza was founded 
in Seattle and has four 
Florida locations, with 
two more on the way, 
according to Kerge.

BBX Capital, the exclu-
sive franchisee for the 
MOD Pizza brand  in 
Florida, has signed an 
agreement to add up to 60 
MOD locations through-
out the state over the next 
five to seven years.
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new reservoir in Reed's 
honor.

“It saddens me so much 
to announce this good 
news at the same time of 
announcing the death of 
one of the nation's true 
environmental champi-
ons,” Nelson said. “Nat 
and I have been so focused 
on advancing this new 
reservoir project south 
of Lake Okeechobee ... It 
would be a fitting tribute 
to name that project in 
Nat Reed's honor.”

In 2017, the National 
Audubon Society awarded 
Reed its Dan W. Lufkin 
Prize for Environmental 

Leadership “for his life-
long commitment to 
conservation and role 
in protecting America’s 
Everglades.”

“Nat was a giant in con-
servation — that phrase 
is used a lot but in Nat’s 
case it’s true. His scien-
tific knowledge and his 
passion for birds and wild 
places made him a hero 
for decades and Audubon 
will miss him dearly,” said 
David Yarnold, president 
and CEO of the National 
Audubon Society,.

A u d u b o n  F l o r i d a 
Executive Director Julie 
Wraithmell called Reed “a 
giant of a conservation-
ist, with his fingerprints 
on many of the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  n a t i o n a l 
conservation accom-
plishments of the last 60 

years.”
As assistant secretary 

of the U.S. Department 
of the Interior for Fish, 
Wildlife and National 
Parks, a post he held 
until 1977, Reed is cred-
ited with the crafting and 
passage of the Endan-
gered Species and Clean 
Water acts.

In Florida, he played 
a pivotal role in the late 
1960s in the successful 
fight to block construc-
tion of a new jetport in 
the Big Cypress Swamp, 
successfully convincing 
Nixon to withdraw fund-
ing for the project.

A u t h o r  a n d  M i a m i 
Herald columnist Carl 
Hiaasen tweeted that “the 
Everglades has lost a great 
friend and champion. Nat 
Reed was literally a force 

of nature.”
A m o n g  h i s  m a n y 

achievements in the Sun-
shine State, Reed helped 
found both 1000 Friends 
of Florida and the Ever-
glades Foundation.

“He was an avid fish-
erman and golfer with 
an unparalleled pas-
sion for restoring the 
E v e r g l a d e s , ”  E v e r -
glades Foundation CEO 
Eric Eikenberg said in a 
press release Wednes-
day. “Personally, I’ve 
been privileged to know 
and work with Nathaniel 
over the last 16 years, and 
I am proud to have called 
him my friend. He was a 
master of words, bastion 
of principle, and a con-
stant provider of sound 
counsel.”

Reed also served on the 

boards of the Atlantic 
Salmon Federation, Nat-
ural Resources Defense 
Council, National Geo-
g r a p h i c  S o c i e t y  a n d 
Yellowstone National 
Park.

T h e  B o b  G r a h a m 
Center at the University 

of Florida noted on Twit-
ter: “Mourning the loss of
our friend, board member
and inaugural Citizen
of the Year Nathaniel
Reed. Nat dedicated his
life to public service and
working to protect the
environment.”
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The sushi chef at the newly opened If It Is Gainesville prepares his station Wednesday. 
[LAUREN BACHO/GAINESVILLE SUN]
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