
and “giving that perspec-
tive of someone who is 
currently living the deci-
sions the school board 
makes gives a different 
perspective and voice 
to the School Board that 
isn’t there and hasn’t been 
there for some time,” she 
said.
Tisher’s platform includes 
increasing support for 
extracurricular activities 
and, expanding career 
technical education 
programs and prioritizing 

school safety and mental 
health, particularly in 
middle schools.

District 5

Rob Hyatt
Age: 66
Residency: 
Gainesville
Occupation: 
Retired 
teacher 
and band 

director
Family: Married with two 
children
Education: Specialist 
degree from the University 
of Florida in 1989
What sets him apart: Hyatt 
worked at Duval Elemen-
tary School, a high-needs 
school, for 15 years before 
it became Duval Early 
Learning Academy, and 
spent 38 years teaching. 
“Not a lot of people fall into 
those categories,” he said.
Hyatt’s platform involves 
supporting arts and physi-
cal education classes in 
curricula, closing achieve-
ment gaps and offering 
district employees com-
petitive compensation.

Paul Wolfe
Age: 17 (He 
turns 18 on 
Aug. 22.)
Residency: 
Gainesville
Occupation: 
Plans to 

attend Santa Fe College in 
spring 2019.
Family: Single, has two 
younger brothers.
Education: Graduated from 
Buchholz High School in 
2018.
What sets him apart: “My 
perspective is very unique 
because it’s very recent,” 
Wolfe said. “I have a very 
interesting and a very 
fi rst-hand perspective on 
the issues that...board 
members aren’t intimately 
aware of.”
Wolfe’s platform is based 
on improving teacher com-
pensation, reducing testing 
to help student mental 
health and school security 
and improving district 
facilities. 
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because that did help 
the economy,” she says 
in the recording.

Yaegar-Eckdahl is 
the general manager of 
Hampton Inn by Hamp-
ton-Gainesville off Archer 
Road. She could not be 
reached for comment.

 Estimated costs for law 
enforcement, the city and 
county neared $800,000. 
University of Florida offi-
cials have been reluctant 
to disclose how much was 
spent on the event, despite 
requests. The weeks 

leading up to the event 
were filled with grave con-
cern from government and 
law enforcement officials 
who feared outbreaks of 
violence.

Thousands of protest-
ers and media members 
flocked to the university 
the day of the event, as 
well. After the event, three 
men were accused of being 
involved in shooting at 
anti-Spencer protesters.

Gainesville Mayor 
Lauren Poe said Tues-
day he was unaware of 
the gaffe and that the site 
was intended to make 
people aware of the vol-
unteer opportunities in the 
community. 
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goals include advocat-
ing for ballot initiatives 
like the School Board of 
Alachua County Infra-
structure Sales Tax, 
which calls for a half-
cent, 12-year sales tax to 
improve school facilities, 
and the GRU Governance 
referendum to establish a 
local governing body for 
Gainesville Regional Util-
ities — which hasn’t come 
without controversy.

The City of Gainesville 
canceled its six cham-
ber memberships in July 
after it, along with at least 
some of 106 organizations, 
accidently paid cham-
ber invoices that included 
a $50 donation for the 
chamber’s PAC, Gaines-
ville Regional Business PC.

In recent years, the PAC 
has funded campaigns for 
political candidates and 
local ballot initiatives, 
including the GRU refer-
endum the city commission 
made clear it opposed.

The city had been a 
chamber member for 30 
years.

Mayor Lauren Poe said 
he hopes the city can later 
rejoin the chamber, if it 
changes its billing process.

Kevin Monroe, chair-
man of the Gainesville Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, said 
the board hopes to name 
an interim president before 
Davenport’s departure.

Davenport starts her 
new role in September.
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