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Controversial rail system gets bond approval

By Jim Turner
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE - All
Aboard Florida got the
go-ahead Wednesday
from a state board to
issue $1.75 billion in fed-
eral tax-exempt bonds for
its Brightline passenger-
rail system, as officials
and residents from the
Treasure Coast and
Central Florida fought
over a planned northern
extension.

The Florida Develop-
ment Finance Corp. Board
of Directors backed issu-
ing what are known as
“private activity" bonds
needed to extend Bright-
line north from West
Palm Beach.

The approval came
after board members
asked Brightline officials
for assurances that the
Treasure Coast region
wouldn’t be hurt econom-
ically. Many residents and
officials in Treasure Coast
areas such as Martin and
Indian River counties
have long objected to the
rail service.

But Central Florida
officials, with the backing
of the Florida Cham-
ber of Commerce and
other business-lobbying
groups, view the passen-
ger trains as an alternate
link from South Florida
that would complement
the existing SunRail
system in the Orlando
area.

Florida Development
Finance Corp Chair-
man Daniel Davis, whose
agency has the authority
to approve the federal
bonds, said after the vote
he hoped outstanding
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issues between Treasure
Coast leaders and All
Aboard Florida could be
worked out.

The board approved a
new series of $1.15 billion
in bonds and the refi-
nancing of $600 million
in previously approved
bonds, which helped set
up the existing southern
portion of the service.

Brightline, which
started running between
West Palm Beach and
Miami this year, is look-
ing to extend north to
Orlando in 2021. Bright-
line has also started to
work with the state on
pursing an Orlando-to-
Tampa route.

Officials representing
Martin and Indian River
counties, which have
brought lawsuits against
the service, raised ques-
tions about safety and
potential economic and
quality-of-life impacts
of higher-speed trains
running through their
communities.

Brightline officials said
they have approached
Treasure Coast commu-
nities to consider stops
and have taken similar
steps for Cocoain Brevard
County.

Indian River County
Attorney Dylan Rein-
gold was among critics
pointing to low rider-
ship numbers - 74,780
people collectively paid
£663,0067 for tickets in
the first three months of
this year — for the service
running between Miami
and West Palm Beach, as
he forecast little chance
of the service becoming a
finanecial success.

Brightline Chief

Executive Patrick God-
dard responded that
the service was running
between West Palm Beach
and Fort Lauderdale in the
first quarter.

Reingold also joined
opponents = including
state Sen. Debbie May-
field, R-Rockledge, and
state Rep. MaryLynn
Magar, R-Tequesta —
in requesting the bond
decision be delaved, as
federal litigation in pend-
ing about environmental
impacts and as members
of Congress have been
locking into the proposal.

Reingold also said if the
bonds were approved,
conditions should have
been added to limit the
fiscal impact on what
taxpayers must cover
to maintain rail cross-
ings that will have to be
upgraded from freight
service.

“It's a private com-
pany owned by a Japanese
hedge fund,” Reingold
said. “It expects Indian
River County taxpayers to
pay for the maintenance
of their (rail cross-
ing) improvements for
eternity.”

All Aboard Florida is
owned byFortressInvest-
ment Group LLC, aglobal
investment management
firm acquired last yvear by
Tovko-based SoftBank
Group Corp.

Euth Holmes, a Martin
County attorney, said
Brightline should also
be required to use an
alternative route or to
double-track the single-
rail drawbridge north of
downtown Stuart over
the 5t. Lucie River. Oth-
erwise, Holmes said,

the constant opening
and closing of the spans
— from existing freight
traffic and Brightline
planning 16 daily round
trips between Miamiand
Orlando = would hinder
maritime traffic and busi-
ness in the downtown
area.

“That draw closure
and opening is going to
happen about 52 times a
day,” Holmes said. “That
effectively shuts down
that bridge.”

Indian River County
Commission Chairman
Peter O'Bryan noted a
number of deaths that
have occurred in the past
year with the new rail ser-
vice in South Florida and
warned that approving
the issuance of the bonds
would equate to giving
“a license to kill for All
Aboard Florida.”

Countering those argu-
ments, Central Florida
lawmakers urged sup-
port for the bonds as they
envision Brightline bring-
ing economic growth to
the state by removing
cars from the highways
and giving tourists more
travel options.

Rep Jason Brodeur,
R-S5anford, said Bright-
line is seen as a link to
South Florida for the
SunRail service, and he
joined others in pointing
out that most of the rails
for Brightline have beenin
place since the late 18g0s,
when industrialist Henry
Flagler brought passenger
trains south.

“T have 500,000 people
who are really looking
forward to this,” Bro-
deur said of the people he
represents in Seminole
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County, north of Orlando.

Rep. Mike Miller,
R-Winter Park, said the
expansion of the service
means jobs at both ends
of the line.

“0One of our jobs as
legislators is to create
an environment where
there are jobs,” Miller
said. “This not only cre-
ates 2,000 jobs, and $2.4
billion worth of economic
impact, directly because
of Brightline, but it cre-
ates billions of dollars in
jobs and job opportuni-
ties in Miami, West Palm,
Orlande and throughout
our state.”

Rep. Tom Good-
son, R-Rockledge, said

residents in Brewvard
County are “enthused”
at the prospect of a sta-
tion in Cocoa that could
serve the space industry
and Port Canaveral.

Dennis Grady, Presi-
dent and CEO of the
Chamber of Commerce
of the Palm Beaches, said
since being introduced in
January, Brightline has
made the Miami-Dade,
Broward and Palm Beach
region a “smaller, more
manageable place to live
and work."

But he added, for the
state goal of a viable
inner-city rail system,
Brightline must be able
to expand to Orlando.

NOTICE OF HEARING BEFORE THE CITY
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA,
FLORIDA, CONCERNING A CONDITIONAL

VACATION OF PLAT

The City Commission of the City of Alachua, FL will consider
the following itern at a public hearing scheduled on Monday,
September 10th, 2018 starting at 6:00 PM. or as soon
thereafter as may be heard in the City Hall building, James
A. Lewis Cammission Chambers, located at 15100 NW 142nd
Terrace, Alachua, FL

eda engineers-surveyars-planners, inc., agent for the Alachua
County Housing Authority. Conditional Vacation aof Plat:
Merrillwood subdivision, recorded in Plat Book H, page 50, of
the public record of Alachua County, Florida. At the public
hearing, all interested parties may appear and be heard with
respact to the itemn. Copies of the item are available for public
inspection at the Planning and Community Development
Department, 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, on
any regular business day between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Written comments on the item may be sent to the
following address: City of Alachua, Planning and Community
Development, PO, Box 9, Alachua, FL 32616, Motice is
given pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, that,
in order to appeal any decision made at the public hearing,
you will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such
purpose, you may need to ensure that a verbatim record of
the proceedings is made, which includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. |n accordance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any persons with a
disability requiring reasonable accommodation in order to
participate in this meeting should call the City Clerk at (386)
418-6100 x 101 at least 48 hours prior to the public hearing.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
ENACTMENT OF AN
ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF ALACHUA,
FLORIDA

Motice is hereby given that the City Commission of the
City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on a proposed
ordinance. The hearing will be held on September 10, 2018,
at 5:00 pm., in the James A, Lewis Commission Chambers
in City Hall, located at 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua,

The ordinance title 1s as follows:

ORDINANCE 15-19
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA,
T THE AMENDMENT
OF THE OFFICIAL ZONING ATLAS; AMENDING
THE OFFICIAL ZONING ATLAS FROM PLANNED

UNIT DEVELOPMENT (“PUD") TO PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT - RESIDENTIAL (“PD-R™) ON
APPROXIMATELY 4514 ACRES; LOCATED

NORTH OF SAVANNAH STATION PHASE I, EAST
OF COUNTY ROAD 235, AND WEST OF NW
A PORTION OF TAX PARCEL
NUMBER 03905-002-000 AND A PORTION OF TAX
PARCEL NUMEBER 03980-002-001;
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT: PROVIINNG
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

REPEALING
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
ENACTMENT OF AN
ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF ALACHUA,
FLORIDA

Notice is hereby given that the City Commission of the
City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on a proposaed
ordinance. The hearing will be held on September 10, 2018
at G:00 PM in the James A. Lewis Comimission Chambers
in City Hall, located at 15100 MW 1 42nd Terrace, Alachua,

Florida.

The ordinance title is as follows:

ORDINANCE 18-20
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA,
FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE SMALL
AMENDMENT OF THE

COMPREHENSIVE

MAP; AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP
TO MEDIUM DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL ON APPROXIMATELY 50 ACRES,
THE MERRILLWOOD

FROM AGRICULTURE

LOCATED EAST OF

SCALE
CITY OF ALACHUA
PLAN FUTURE LAND USE

SUBDIVISION AND HIPPF WAY, NORTH OF
THE ALACHUA FOREST SUBDIVISION; TAX
PARCEL NUMBER 03204-001-000; REPEALING
ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING
SEVERABILITY: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.
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At the public hearing. all imterested parties may appear and be
heard with respect 1o the application. Copies of the application
are available for public inspection at the Planning and Community
Development Department, 15100 NW 142w Terrace, Alachua,
Florida, on any regular business day between the hours of 7:30 a.m.
o @00 pom, Written commeents on the application may be sent 10
the following address: City of Alachua, Planming and Community
Development, PO. Box 9, Alachua, FL 32616, Notice is given
pursuant to Section 2860105, Florda Statutes, that, in onder 1o
appeal any decision made at the public hearing, wou will need a
record of the procesdings, and that, for such purpose. you may need
i ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal = 1o
be hased. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
any persoas with a disability requiring reasonable accommodation
in order to paricipate in this meeting should call the City Clerk at
(386) 418-6100 x 101 at least 48 hours prior o the public bearing,
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At the public hearing, all interested parties may appear and be
heard with respect 1o the :l|'|p|il;:1li||||. ':-_IL:-"IiI,"'\. of the i|'|'i|'|'|'||.':|li-:1|'|
are available for public inspection at the Flanning and Community
Development Department, [5100 MW 142nd Terrace, Alachua,
Florida, on any regular business doy between the hbours of 7:30 w.m.
to G0 pom. Written comiments on the application may be sent to
the following address: City of Alachua, Planning and Community
Development, PO, Box 9, Alachua, FL. 32616, Notice is given
pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florda Statutes, that, m order Lo
appeal any decision made at the public hearing, vou will need a
record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you may need
tor ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is 1w
he based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
any persons with a disability requiring reasonable sccommuodation
in order to participate in this meeting should call the City Clerk ar
(3861 418-6000 x 101 at least 48 hours prior w the public heanng,
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
ENACTMENT OF AN
ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF ALACHUA,
FLORIDA

Motice 15 herehy given that the City Commission of the
City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on a proposed
ordinance. The hearing will be held on September 10, 2018
at 6:00 PM in the James A, Lewis Commission Chambers
in City Hall, located at 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachus,
Florida.

The ordinance title is as follows:
ORDINANCE 18-21

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALACHUA,
FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE AMENDMENT
OF THE  OFFICIAL  ZONING  ATLAS;
AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING
ATLAS FROM AGRICULTURAL (A) TO
RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE-FAMILY 8 (RMF-8)
ON APPROXIMATELY 5.00 ACRES AND FROM
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY-3 (RSF-3) TO
RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE FAMILY-8 (RMF-8) ON
APPROXIMATELY 1547 ACRES: LOCATED EAST
OF HIPP WAY AND NW 133RD TERRACE, NORTH
OF NW 1518T LANE, INCLUDING TAX PARCEL
NUMBERS  03214-001-000  CONSECUTIVELY
NUMBERED THROUGH AND INCLUDING TAX
PARCEL NUMBER 03214-069-000 FOR A TOTAL
OF 69 PARCELS WHICH ARE LOTS 1 THROUGH
69 LOCATED IN THE MERRILLWOOD
SUBDIVISION THE PLAT OF WHICH IS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK H PAGE 50 OF
ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND ALSO
INCLUDING  PARCEL NO.  03204-001-000;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT;
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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At the public hearing, all interested parties may appear and be
heard with respect to the application. Copies of the application
are availuble for public inspection at the Planning and Community
Development Department, 15100 NW 142nd Terrsce, Adachuoa,
Florida, on any regular business day between the hours of 7:30 a,m,
o 6(f) pom. Writicn comments on the application may be sent (o
the following address: City of Alachun, Planning and Commaunity
Development, PO, Box 9, Alachua, FL 32616, Notice 1= given
pursuant to Section 2860105, Flonda Statutes, that, in order 1o
appeal any decision made at the public hearing, you will need a
recornd of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you may need
o ensure thut a verbatim record of the proceedings 15 made, which
mncludes the estmony and evidence upon which the appeal is o
be based, In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
any persons with a disability requiring reasonzhle accommodation
in order to participate in this meeting should call the City Clerk at
(3861 418-0100 = 101 at least 48 hours prior w the public hearing.

CF G- T




