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21 seats inside its shop 
and 21 outside. Steinfeld 
said it’s desiged to appeal 
to college students and 
families.

S t e i n f e l d ,  a  S a r a -
sota-native who has a 
background in stock bro-
kering, recently moved 
to Gainesville. He said he 
wanted to open up Deca-
dent because “there’s 
nothing like it in Gaines-
ville” and he believes 
many others will think 
so, too.

“I think everyone is 
going to love it,” he said. 
“People can come in for a 
dessert anytime. And as I 
like to say, ‘Mom says it’s 
OK to have dessert before 
dinner.’” 

Decadent will be open 
every day.

More Starbucks

C o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s 
started on a new Star-
bucks on Archer Road, 

just west of Interstate 75.
The Starbucks, 4344 

Archer Road, will be a part 
of a new development off 
Archer Road called the 
Commons at Celebration 
Pointe.

Announced tenants for 
the development include 
a  W a w a  g a s  s t a t i o n 
— popular for its coffee 
and hoagies — and luxury 
apartments.

Brokers for the 19-acre 
planned mixed-use devel-
opment are advertising 
for big box retail, res-
taurants, medical and 
commercial uses, with 
leases varying in size from 
1,200 square feet up to 
75,000 square feet.

I t ’ s  u n c l e a r  w h e n 
the Starbucks will be 
finished.

The shell of the build-
ing is still on the rise and 
site work still needs to be 
completed.

Another Starbucks is 
planned for 1614 NW 13th 
St., across the street from 
a Walgreens.

Once the new Starbucks 
opens, an existing Star-
bucks located in a strip 

center across the street, 
1520 NW 13th St., will 
close.

City planning docu-
m e n t s  f o r  t h e  n e w 
Starbucks includes a 
drive-through and its 
own parking lot, a feature 
the strip center Starbucks 
doesn’t have. 

According to Starbucks’ 
website, Alachua County 
is currently home to 16 of 
its coffee shops.

Vegan variety

John Mora says his 
under-the-radar vegan 
pizza shop off  West 
University Avenue has 
become a hit with the 
Gainesville vegan crowd.

Mora Pizza, 1220 W. 
University Ave., is a vegan 
pizza shop, located in the 
former BurgerQue spot. It 
opened May 5.

Its New York-style 
pizzas are made with 
plant-based cheeses and 
meat substitutes, Mora 
said.

Mora, who follows 
a vegan diet, said his 
meat-eater customers 

haven’t been able to tell a 
difference.

Some have even con-
verted to veganism, he 
said.

“You’d be surprised 
what you can create if 
you get creative in the 
kitchen,” Mora said.

Mora said some of his 
more creative pizzas and 
customer favorites are 
his vegan buffalo chicken 
ranch pizza, made with a 
tofu seasoned to give it a 
grilled chicken taste.

Other specialty pizzas 
include an Indian-style 
pizza, a Jamaican-style 
pizza and baked ziti pizza, 
which is sprinkled with 
vegan parmesan.

Some weeks, Mora said 
the restaurant has a “Taco 
Vegan Thursday,” where 
he’s cooked up some 
interesting creations.

“Once I put stuffed 
taquitos on a pizza,” Mora 
said. “Then I put some 
pico de gallo on it and 
some vegan sour cream.”

Mora Pizza also sells 
strombolis, calzones, 
salads and he is working 
on adding different vegan 

pasta items to the menu.
He also sells dessert-

style  pizza,  l ike the 
S’Mora pizza, a vegan 
take on s’more pizza.

Though 98 percent 
of his sales come from 
vegan options, Mora said, 
the shop does offer non-
vegan items.

Mora, a third-genera-
tion pizza maker, said his 
passion for pizza comes 
from his family’s history 
in the industry. He said 
his grandfather owned 
40 pizzerias in the north-
eastern United States.

B e f o r e  c o m i n g  t o 
Gainesville in May, he 
had worked in the pizza 
industry since 2007.

Mora said he will soon 

start selling pizza at
The Slate art gallery,
10 E. University Ave.,
and eventually wants to
open up  a food truck in
Gainesville. Mora Pizza
started as a food truck,
which still  operates in
Fort Myers.

Mora said for those who
might be skeptical of his
vegan pizzas, he said cus-
tomers just have to give
them a try.

“If they give anything
on the menu a try, I’m
certain that they’d like
it,” he said. “I put so much
care into the product.”

Mora’s is open every
day from noon to 2 p.m.
and then from 6 p.m. to
midnight.
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facility and comments 
by Sheriff Sadie Dar-
nell, Police Chief Tony 
Jones,  Laurel  Childs 
with Nationwide Insur-
ance, and Bread of the 
Mighty President Marcia 
Conwell.

“One of the most impor-
tant things I’ve learned: 
there’s no face to hunger,” 
said Karen Woolfstead, 
communication and devel-
opment director at Bread 
of the Mighty. “It’s the 
person sitting next to you 
in church, the friend your 
kid has at school, it’s the 
athletes.”

Woolfstead first got 
involved at Bread of the 
Mighty in 1975, and she 
was shocked she didn’t 
understand hunger here 
in Gainesville.

“It’s not that there’s not 
enough food; it’s access to 
food,” she said. “There’s 
no food shortage; there’s 
access shortage for cer-
tain people.”

T h a t ’ s  w h y  t h e 
more than 180 agency 
partners are so impor-
tant — they’re able to pick 
up and drop off the food 
for those who don’t have 
transportation.

Peggy Rowe, 71, and Ed 
Rowe, 73, are partners 
from Bronson United 
Methodist Church in 
Levy. They host a com-
munity breakfast every 
Sunday morning and 
serve anywhere from 50 
to 60 people.

“Just being aware of 
this is important, and 
awareness will solve the 
problem,” Ed Rowe said. 
“If people know what to 
do, they will do.”

“A lot of  times,  it 
depends where you’re at 
on the economic scale and 

you’re just not aware that 
people are going hungry,” 
said his wife, “that they 
don’t have enough food.”

By working together, 
Bread of the Mighty and 
its partners are able to 
provide timely and appro-
priate assistance to those 
in their time of need.

“I have never worked 
with a group of people 
like this,” Woolfstead 
said. “We work every day 
with no judgments – just 
to feed people.

J a n e a n e  R y a n ,  4 1 , 
moved from Tampa to 
Gainesville two years ago 
and has been using the 
food bank’s resources for 
the last three months.

Although she’s disabled, 
that doesn’t stop her from 
doing what she loves: art. 

Ryan specializes in anime 
or fantasy portraits, and 
uses orthodox materials 
like glass and friendship 
bracelet string.

Life,  however,  has 
its hardships; and Ryan 
knows that. After her son 
passed away, she turned 
to drugs.

“I really couldn’t handle 
it, so I ran away from life 
with drugs,” Ryan said.

Today, she’s six years 
sober and said she’s 
received lots of blessings 
lately.

“My church has helped 
me a lot, the food bank,” 
Ryan said, “and the people 
there are more than caring 
and understanding that 
not everybody is perfect. 
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