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By Annabelle Leitner 
Correspondent

OCALA — The mem-
bers of the Ocala Area 
Daylily Society have been 
busy since May 2017 pre-
paring for the American 
Hemerocallis Society 
Region 12 Fall meeting in 
Ocala on Saturday.

R e g i o n  1 2 ,  w h i c h 
includes all of Florida, has 
two regional meetings a 
year, in the spring and fall. 
The event being held in 
Ocala will begin at 9 a.m. 
Saturday at VFW Post 
4209, at 4805 NE 36th 
Ave. It will include the 
meeting and workshops, 
for which participants 
must pre-register, and 
which includes lunch, for 
a fee of $30.

The keynote speaker 
will be Tim Bell, of Bell’s 
Daylily Garden in Syca-
more, Georgia, which is 
home to more than 900 
varieties of daylilies.

The regional meeting 
event will include clinics, 
silent and live auctions, 
raffles and door prizes.

In conjunction, mem-
bers of the public can 
purchase daylilies begin-
ning at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
at $5 a plant, in different 
varieties and colors, until 
they are sold out.

“The Ocala Area Daylily 
Society formed about four 
years ago,” said president 
Pat Hawk, of Reddick. 
“This is the first time the 
society has hosted any-
thing like this regional 
meeting. It is a small 
group, with only a dozen 
or so working to pull 
together the meeting.”

Hawk described the 
upcoming event as educa-
tional, but said it also is a 
social event during which 
those who are interested 
in learning about daylilies 
can exchange ideas and 
methods.

According to Gene 
Perry of Castleberry, 
a member of the Ocala 
group, who arranged for 
Bell to speak, he is excited 
for the presentation as 
“Bell has one of the finest 
gardens in the country.”

The scientific name for 
daylily is hemerocallis. 
The genus hemerocallis 

is native to Asia. The 
American Daylily Society, 
also known as the Ameri-
can Hemerocallis Society, 
Inc., is a nonprofit service 
organization established 
in 1946, whose mem-
bership includes more 
than 5,000 members 
worldwide.

According to Taglilien 
am Niederrhein, a daylily 
garden in Niederrhein, 
Germany, the words 
"hemera"   and "kallos" 
mean "day" and "beauty." 
Each flower blooms only 
for a day. One mature 
flower stalk can produce 
dozens of flower buds. An 
older plant, for example, 
can produce up to 500 
flowers. This extends 
the flowering period up 
to four weeks. Through a 
combination of early and 
late flowering varieties, 
that makes a flowering 
period of several months 
possible.

The garden’s informa-
tion online states that by 
the mid-1920s, Ameri-
cans became involved in 
daylily breeding and have 
taken the lead. Among 
the reasons for success 
are excellent climatic 
conditions, especially in 
Florida, during which a 
newly planted seedling 
will usually bloom in the 
first year. In Germany you 
must wait, usually two or 
more years, until a seed-
ling gets to bloom.

By 2011, there were 
more than 70,000 reg-
istered daylily varieties 
throughout the world.

According to the Amer-
ican Daylily Society's 
website, “Originally, the 
only colors were yellow, 

Ocala area society hosts regional daylily meeting

If you go

What: Daylily plant sale 
hosted by Ocala Area Day-
lily Society
When: Beginning at 9 a.m. 
Saturday; $5 per plant until 
sold out
Where: VFW Post 4209, 
4805 NE 36th Ave., Ocala
Contact: 591-3120 
Extra: American Hem-
erocallis Society Region 
12 meeting, $30, must 
pre-register
 

This is a daylily cultivar produced by Ocala Area Daylily 
Society President Pat Hawk of Reddick. The group is 
hosting a regional meeting and plant sale on Saturday in 
Ocala. [SUBMITTED PHOTO]

Barbara Wachter, 
Ocala Area 
Daylily Society 
Vice President, 
is shown visiting 
a daylily garden. 
[SUBMITTED PHOTO]

This is a daylily 
hybridized by 
Ocala Area 
Daylily Society 
President Pat 
Hawk of Reddick. 
[SUBMITTED 

PHOTO]
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