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By Jim Saunders 
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHAS-
SEE  — Trying to help 
human-trafficking vic-
tims get a new start in life, 
Florida lawmakers in 2013 
unanimously passed a bill 
aimed at helping victims 
expunge records of crimes 
they might have commit-
ted under duress.

But pointing to an 
exception in the law, a 

South Florida appeals 
court Wednesday upheld 
a ruling that prevented 
a woman from shedding 
the record of a kidnap-
ping charge that stemmed 
from a time when she was 
forced to work as a pros-
titute and recruit other 
women.

A three-judge panel of 
the 3rd District Court of 
Appeal indicated regret 
that it could not order 
expunction of a record 

for the woman identified 
only by the initials M.G. 
But like a Miami-Dade 
County circuit judge had 
ruled earlier, the appeals 
court said it did not have 
discretion to erase the 
kidnapping charge.

“While we can certainly 
sympathize with M.G.’s 
tragic circumstances and 
admire her determina-
tion in overcoming them, 
we cannot substitute our 
judgment for that of the 
Legislature,” said the 
11-page ruling, written 
by appeals-court Judge 
Kevin Emas and joined 
by judges Richard Suarez 
and Ivan Fernandez. “The 
construction of the stat-
ute as urged by M.G. must 
be the result of legislative 
amendment, not judicial 
pronouncement.”

Lawmakers in recent 
years have taken a series 
of steps to try to help 
human-trafficking vic-
tims,  who often are 
forced into prostitu-
tion. The 2013 law was 
designed to allow victims 
to ask courts to expunge 
records of crimes com-
mitted while they were 
being trafficked, but it 
included an exception for 
certain types of crimes, 
including kidnapping.

Wednesday’s ruling 
said M.G. became a victim 
of human trafficking in 
2007, which led to her 
being forced to work as a 
prostitute. A man who ran 
the prostitution operation 
also forced her to recruit 
other women, and if she 
broke rules, he would 

“beat her in front of the
other women,” the ruling
said.

In 2010, M.G. was
forced to befriend another
woman to work as a pros-
titute. The other woman
later escaped and said
she had been kidnapped,
which led to the arrests
of M.G. and the man on
charges including sex
trafficking and kidnap-
ping, Wednesday’s ruling
said.

M.G. subsequently
entered into a plea agree-
ment in which she pleaded
guilty to sex-trafficking
and prostitution charges,
while prosecutors did not
move forward with the
kidnapping charge. After
serving a sentence, M.G.
sought to get all of the
criminal-history records
expunged. A circuit judge
granted the request,
except for the record of
the kidnapping charge.

In the appeal, M.G.’s
attorneys contended
that the circuit judge
had discretion to grant
expunction because M.G.
was not convicted on the
kidnapping charge. But
the appeals court said
the state law did not give
leeway to expunge that
charge.

“We agree with the trial
court’s determination
that no ambiguity exists,
and that expunction of
criminal history records
related to the offense of
kidnapping is precluded
by the plain language of
the statute,” Wednes-
day’s ruling said.

Court says traffi  cking victim can’t shed record

By Christine Sexton  
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — A 
move to expand the state’s 
16-year ban on smok-
ing in indoor workplaces 
to include electronic 
cigarettes and vaping is 
drawing opposition.

But unlike in 2002 when 
the smoking ban passed, 
the opposition is not 
coming from a campaign 
by Florida restaurants to 
kill the proposal.

Instead, the measure is 
facing criticism, includ-
ing from some newspaper 
editorial boards, because 
of the process used by 
the 37-member Florida 
Constitution Revision 
Commission to put what 
is known as Amendment 
9 on the Nov. 6 ballot.

Rather than allowing 
the vaping ban to stand 
on its own as a proposed 
constitutional amend-
ment, the commission 
coupled it with a pro-
posed ban on offshore oil 
drilling in Florida waters, 
describing the combina-
tion as an environmental 
amendment.

The Florida Supreme
Court said the commis-
sion followed the rules,
but the decision to com-
bine the proposals might
turn at least some voters
against what otherwise
could be popular ideas.

Constitution Revision
Commission member
Lisa Carlton, a key sup-
porter of Amendment 9,
is asking voters to reflect
before possibly voting
against  the measure
because of the process.

“For this election, look
at all the amendments on
the ballot. Study them
and decide, based on
substance, whether they
fit into what you think
Florida should look like
for the next generation,”
said Carlton, a former
state lawmaker who was
the commission’s primary
sponsor of the proposed
vaping ban and a co-
sponsor of the oil drilling
ban.

Carlton steadfastly
defends the process and
said the two issues were
rolled into an amend-
ment that addresses the
environment.

She also noted that the
Supreme Court sided
with the commission
and against opponents
who tried to remove
A m e n d m e n t  9  a n d
other amendments from
the ballot because the
proposals combined dif-
ferent issues. A lawsuit
filed by former Supreme
Court Justice Harry Lee
Anstead and another
plaintiff unsuccessfully
argued that including
various subjects in single
ballot measures — a
practice known as “log-
rolling” — violated the
First Amendment, but the
Supreme Court rejected
the lawsuit.

R e t i r e d  U n i v e r s i t y
of South Florida polit-
ical-science professor
Susan MacManus said,
however, that of all the
amendments, voters are
most perplexed about
the coupling of the issues
in Amendment 9.

“It makes no sense to
the average voter why

Combining vaping, 
drilling bans 
draws criticism
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Posted Notice Sign Locations
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Prepared by the City of Alachua

Planning & Community Development Department
Prepared August 2018

DISCLAIMER: Data is provided "as is" without warranty of any representation of accuracy,
timeliness, or completeness. The burden of determining accuracy, timeliness, or completeness for
use rests solely on the requestor. The City makes no warranties, expressed or implied, as to the
use of the data. The requestor acknowledges and accepts the limitations of the data, including
the fact that the data is dynamic and in a constant state of maintenance, correction, and update.

Legend
Subject Property
Sign Location_̂

Pursuant to Section 2.2.9(D) of the City's Land Development Regulations, posted notice signs must be placed on the
land that is the subject of the application, along each street which is adjacent to or runs through the land in a manner that
makes them clearly visible. Signs shall be posted at intervals of not more than 400 feet when the land subject to the
application has less than 1,500 feet of road frontage. When the land subject to the application has 1,500 feet or more of
road frontage, signs shall be posted at intervals of not more than 1,320 feet.
Signs shall be inspected by the City subsequent to their posting. The applicant shall be responsible for ensuring that the
posted notice is maintained on the land subject to the application until the completion of the final public hearing on the
application.

Signs must be removed by the applicant and returned to
the City within ten days after the final decision on the application.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING POSTED NOTICE SIGNS
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