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for developing the proj-
ects, with dollars steadily 
growing to a recurring 
$140 million beginning in 
2022.

Rep. Margaret Good, 
D-Sarasota, said, “These 
toll road corridors will use 
almost 5.4 million acres 
of farm and rural lands 
and if you think about the 
wetlands we are going to 
destroy by building roads 
... isn’t it worth it to do the 
study before making the 
determination?”

Lawmakers also defeated 
an effort Wednesday that 
would have sent the task 
force studies back to the 
Legislature to determine 
whether to go ahead with 
any of the road projects.

The Tampa-area Sun-
coast Parkway, which now 
stretches less than 60 miles 
from Hillsborough County 
to Citrus County, would 
extend another 150 miles to 
the Georgia line, under the 
plan.

It would serve as a hurri-
cane evacuation route, but 
also bring development to 
central and north Florida 
counties. Another new road 
proposed would stretch as 
much as 150 miles, from 
the ranch and citrus groves 
of Polk County to Collier 
County and the Gulf Coast, 
south of Fort Myers.

Galvano’s final ribbon of 
road is a proposed 30-mile 
extension of Florida’s 
Turnpike from where it con-
nects to Interstate 75 near 
Wildwood to the expand-
ing Suncoast Parkway, a 
roadway expected to ease 
travel on the traffic-choked 
interstate.

Still, a Florida Department 
of Transportation Interstate 
75 Relief Task Force recom-
mended in 2016 that rather 
than new roads, a better 
approach was expanding 
the vehicle capacity of the 
interstate and connecting 
highways. 

Trumbull, however, 
pointed to the highway 
system enhanced in the 
1950s that led to Florida’s 
development. The road 
projects envisioned are 
the state’s biggest road 
construction effort since 
Florida’s Turnpike was 
begun in the middle of that 
decade. 

“Can you imagine today 
driving through the middle 
of our state without the 
Florida Turnpike system?” 
Trumbull asked House 
members. 

Major agribusinesses 
including Alico Inc., A. Duda 
& Sons, Lykes Brothers and 
phosphate giant Mosaic have 
supported the Polk-to-Collier 

parkway in the past. 
Billionaire Republican 

donor Thomas Peterffy, 
a Palm Beach resident 
and member of President 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club, 
also owns a half-million 
acres in North Florida, some 
of which could be eyed for 
development with the road 
projects. 

But Galvano insists he 
doesn’t have sharply defined 
routes in mind for the high-
way expansions and denies 
that landowners with eyes 
on future development are 
driving his proposal. 

DeSantis hasn’t said much 
about Galvano’s road plans. 
Earlier this month, the gov-
ernor said he is “sensitive” to 

the cost of toll roads on aver-
age Floridians and said he is
more focused on where traf-
fic is dense — South Florida
and Central Florida. 

Still, it would likely take a
lot for DeSantis to veto Gal-
vano’s top issue. 

Opponents, though, said
the Legislature’s action
should anger taxpayers. 

“This is why Floridians
are so cynical about gov-
ernment,” said Jonathan
Webber, deputy director
of Florida Conservation
Voters. “Legislative leaders
let billionaire landowners
and high-powered lobby-
ing groups treat taxpayer
dollars like their personal
piggy bank.”
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aggravated battery. She 
was released in 2014. Jones 
earned her GED while in 
prison and is taking courses 
online with Colorado Tech-
nical University as she 
pursues a bachelor's degree 
in business administration.

“If I had someone to talk to 
about all of the pain that I had 
been keeping inside of me for 
so many years, I would have 
never gone to prison,” Jones 

said.
Williamson said he is 

working with the event's 
organizers because he wants 
people to know there is a 
peaceful way to live.

“If we get people to change 
their minds, they will change 
their lives,” he said. “If there 
is a problem between me 
and you, let’s find a peace-
ful solution.”

Jones and Williamson said 
nefarious activity near “The 
Slab” has ceased since the 
shooting death of Davis in 
March, and they both said it 
is important to do something 
to keep troublemakers away.

“There must be constant
positive activities up there
to let people know there is a
better way,” Williamson said.

Jones said plans are to have
similar events one Saturday
every month and she said the
one in June also will include
representatives from com-
munity resources to help
people learn about programs
they can take advantage of to
live better lives.

“You have to get people’s
minds and hearts right
before you start talking
about controlling gun vio-
lence,” she said. “If I can
change, a change can come.”
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hardware supplier (lit-
erally nuts and bolts and 
the like), supplying inde-
pendent hardware stores 
over a multi-county area.

To adapt, Stringfel-
low expanded into larger 
building materials, like 
roofing supplies and 
lumber. With the advent 
of hardware chains, 
Stringfellow became more 
of a local distributor. 

In what was one of the 
city's most memorable 
fires, the operation burned 
in the mid-1980s, and 
Stringfellow stepped back 
and his grown children 
then took on responsi-
bility for rebuilding and 
running the business.

While Stringfellow 
enjoyed work, he was 
more interested in cus-
tomers and employees 
than becoming a corpo-
rate titan, his son said.

"I think sometimes a lot 
of folks think that people 

who excel in business are 
all about personal gain. 
And he excelled in busi-
ness, but he was all about 
other people," String-
fellow Jr. said. "He was 
never about personal gain. 
He never had any love for 
material things. He was 
about the human condi-
tion and about those who 
had less and those who 
were in need."

Among his many inter-
ests, Stringfellow most 
frequently found himself 
involved in health-related 
issues. He chaired the 
advisory board for the 
CHOICES program cre-
ated by the county in 
the mid-2000s, a voter-
approved, quarter-cent 
sales tax meant to help 
the county's poorest 
residents get health care 
without clogging hos-
pital emergency rooms 
— a precursor to today's 
health care debates.

He helped get FluMist 
to schoolchildren. He 
chaired the board of the 
Partnership for Strong 
Families and lobbied Tal-
lahassee for better child 

welfare funding.
Jody Davis, a CPA-

turned-divorce mediator 
who became a friend to 
Stringfellow years ago 
when they frequently 
served on civic commit-
tees and boards together, 
said he always felt confi-
dent if Stringfellow was 
behind a cause.

"You could just feel 
good, if he was involved 
in something, you'd know 
it was for the right reason. 
Not for his ego, it's to 
help," he said.

Besides his wife and 
son, Stringfellow is sur-
vived by sons Richard 
Stringfellow and Doug 
Stringfellow, daughter 
Martha Murphree String-
fellow York, and seven 
grandchildren.

A funeral service is set 
for 10 a.m. Saturday at 
Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 100 NE First St. 
in downtown Gaines-
ville. The family asks 
that instead of flowers, 
memorial donations be 
made to Partnership for 
Strong Families or Haven 
Hospice.
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By Ana Ceballos
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — For 
the second time this leg-
islative session, the House 
on Wednesday sent a strict 
“sanctuary city” bill to 
the Senate, where Senate 
President Bill Galvano has 
already said he plans to 
make changes and bounce 
the issue back to the House.

“We are the Senate, 
and we’ve made our own 
adjustments and we will 
make adjustments again,” 

Galvano told reporters on 
Wednesday.

With pressure coming 
from Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
who promised support-
ers he would ban so-called 
sanctuary cities, Repub-
lican leaders in both 
chambers are scrambling 
to pass a plan before the 
session ends this week.

It  remains unclear 
whether DeSantis would 
prefer the House or Senate 
version of the bill.

Proposed sanctions 
remain the key difference 

between the chambers.
The House wants stricter
penalties than the Senate.
Those include punishing
local and state officials
who do not fully cooperate
with federal immigration
authorities with fines, sus-
pensions and removal from
office.

If the Senate waters
down the enforcement por-
tion of the bill and sends it
back to the House, Speaker
Jose Oliva, R-Miami Lakes,
said he would be willing to
look at the Senate proposal.

‘Sanctuary city’ fi ght 
goes down to wire
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